A. 1740.]                 DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                           121

cile to our late measures. He, therefore, who has never
exerted himself in defence of the ministry, was, in his
turn, thought unworthy of ministerial protection, and was
given up to the chance of war without reluctance.

But I hope your lordships will concur with me in the
opinion, that it is not always necessary to gratify the mi-
nistry, but that our country claims some part of our re-
gard, and, therefore, that in establishing our army we
should pursue that method which may be most accommo-
dated to our constitution, and, instead of imitating the mi-
litary policy of the French, follow the example of those
nations by whose troops they have been conquered.

Had this scheme been hitherto followed, had our new
levies, instead of being put under the command of boys,
been distributed in just proportions among the standing
regiments, where they might soon have been qualified for
service by the inspection of experienced officers, we might
now have seen an army capable of awing the court of Spain
into submission, or, if our demands had been still refused,
of revenging our injuries, and punishing those who have
insulted and despised us.

From an army thus raised and disciplined, detachments,
my lords, ought to have been sent on board of all our
fleets, and particularly that which is now stationed in the
Mediterranean, which would not then have coasted about
from one port to another, without hurting or frighting the
enemy, but might, by sudden descents, have spread terrour
through a great part of the kingdom, harassed their troops
by continual marches, and, by frequent incursions, have
plundered all the maritime provinces, driven the inha-
bitants into the inland country, and laid the villages in
ashes.

There is yet, my lords, no appearance of a peace, for
our success has not enabled us to prescribe terms, and I
hope we are not yet fallen so low as to receive them; it is,
therefore, proper to form such resolutions as may influence
the conduct of the war, and enable us to retrieve the er-
rours of our past measures.